
Someone files a petition saying you need to be IEA’d. 

The judge finds probable 

cause. You can be held for 

up to 10 working days until 

either: 

The doctor decides you do 

not have a MI that makes you 

a danger to yourself or others. 

You are released. 

The judge does not 

find probable cause: 

You are released. 

Start here: 

You are held on an IEA. A police 

officer can bring you to NHH or other 

designated receiving facility. 

Within 3 days you get a hearing 

before a judge and a lawyer is 

appointed to represent you. 

The doctor decides you DO have a MI 

that makes you a danger to yourself 

or others. 

Hearing on the petition 

within 15 working days. 

There is a second IEA 

filed because of a new 

dangerous act. 

The hospital files a 

petition to commit you. You are released. 

Court orders that you 

be committed. 

Court orders that you can’t be  

committed. You are released. 

THE IEA and Commitment Process 

You are brought to an emergency room and examined by a doctor. 


